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This term has been an especially busy and exciting one, with a wide range of opportunities for
students to take part in enriching experiences beyond the classroom. In this edition, you can read
about our 2026 Enrichment Day and our memorable Battlefields Trip to France and Belgium.
Alongside these highlights, we share our usual year group and sports updates, as well as
celebrating the moment when new student leaders step into key roles within the School Council
and Head Student team, as our Year 11s begin to focus on their GCSE examinations.

It has also been a term of performance and achievement: students took to the stage at G Live as
part of Schools’ Got Talent, and we were delighted to welcome local primary pupils into
Glebelands to experience our musical talents. In addition, we feature a fantastic report from one
of our students who has proudly represented England in ice hockey in Canada.  Read on to
discover what our students have been achieving this term.

https://www.glebelands.surrey.sch.uk/


A Message from our Headteacher
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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of the spring term, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what
has been another positive and productive period for our school community. It has been a
term full of opportunity, achievement and continued engagement from our students.
 
One of the real highlights has been the range of fantastic opportunities our students have
embraced. Many of our talented musicians had the privilege of performing at G-Live,
showcasing their skills and representing the school with confidence and professionalism.
We are incredibly proud of their achievements and the way in which they demonstrated
both talent and commitment.
 
Some of our Business Studies students have also excelled, representing the school in a
Dragons’ Den style competition. Their creativity, teamwork and entrepreneurial thinking
were evident throughout, and they were outstanding ambassadors for Glebelands.
 
The process of applying for Senior Student and House Captain roles has been completed
with maturity and thoughtfulness, and I have been impressed by the number of students
willing to take on positions of responsibility within the school.
Our recent Enrichment Day was another significant success, with over 500 students
taking part in a wide range of trips, while others engaged in carefully planned in-school
activities designed to broaden their experiences beyond the classroom. These
opportunities are an important part of our wider curriculum and contribute greatly to
students’ personal development.
 
As always, I would like to thank our staff for their continued hard work and dedication,
and our students for the positive way in which they have engaged with all that has been
on offer this term. I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to you, our parents and
carers, for your ongoing support.
 
I wish you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break and look forward to welcoming students
back for the summer term.

Kind regards
R. Mitchell



Key Dates

Your paragraph text

Summer 1 Half Term

Summer Term 2  - a look ahead

Other Term Dates
A full list of our term dates and INSET days can be seen on our website
here.

Homework Club Update
From January, Homework Club will run Mondays through to Thursdays
only.  It will not run on Friday afternoons. 3

https://www.glebelands.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=19


Safeguarding at Glebelands

Keeping children safe is our priority at Glebelands.  We are committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people, and we expect all staff and visitors to the

school to share this commitment.

We have a safeguarding team at school, and if you have any concerns about the safety and welfare
of a child, you can contact dsl@glebelands.surrey.sch.uk. 

If it’s an emergency always call 999.

Our DSL Team
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Attendance Matters

School Attendance & Penalties for Non-Attendance

In 2024 the National Framework for Penalty Notices was issued by the DfE.  There is now a single
consistent national threshold for when a penalty notice must be considered by all schools in
England of 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence within a
rolling 10 school week period.  These sessions do not have to be consecutive and can be made up
of a combination of any type of unauthorised absence.  The 10-school week period can span
different terms or school years.  Please note: The DfE does not consider a need or desire for a
holiday or other absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation to be an exceptional
circumstance.

Reporting Absence
When absence is unavoidable, please report in the following ways:

First morning of any absence, indicating the cause and likely duration of the absence please
call 01483 542408 by 8.45am. A truancy call will be sent upon any unknown student absence.
Medical or dental appointment, email the school in advance on
absence@glebelands.surrey.sch.uk
Planned leave - Absence forms can be obtained on the Attendance page of our website.
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Attendance Matters

PENALTY FINES FOR
NON- ATTENDANCE
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Per Parent*, Per Child
A School Penalty Notice is
issued to each parent*, for
each child that was absent.

For example: 3 siblings
absent for term time leave,
would result in each parent

receiving 3 separate
penalty notices

PENALTY FINES FOR
NON- ATTENDANCE

FIRST OFFENCE
The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for
unauthorised absence the amount will be:
£160 per parent, per child paid within 28
days.  Reduced to £80 per parent, per child if
paid within 21 days.

SECOND OFFENCE
(within 3 years)

The Second time a Penalty Notice is issued for
unauthorised absence the amount will be:
£160 per parent, per child paid within 28
days.

THIRD OFFENCE
 (within 3 years)

The third time an offence is committed a Penalty
Notice will not be issued and the case could be
presented straight to the Magistrate’s Court.
Prosecution can result in Criminal records and fines
of up to £2,500
Cases found guilty in Magistrates’ Court may show
on the parent’s future DBS certificate due to ‘failure
to safeguard a child’s education’.

*Parent
Section 576 of the

Education Act 1996
defines "parent" as: 

 
All natural (biological)
parents, whether they

are married or not.
Any person who,

although not a natural
parent, has parental
responsibility for a

child or young person.
Any person who,

although not a natural
parent, has care of a

child or young person. 

PENALTY FINES FOR
NON- ATTENDANCE



Head of Achievement Updates
YEAR 7
It’s always nice at the end of each half term to stop and take stock
of all the wonderful adventures that, as a year group, we have just
experienced before we all get a well-deserved break, even if only
for a short period. 

We started this half term with Collingwood College engaging our
students with a school production on the importance of road
safety and the dangers that can occur daily on our roads if we do
not maintain our vigilance. The students enjoyed the show but
equally understood and bought into the importance of the
afternoon, asking lots of engaging questions and recalling all the
key facts presented throughout. 

Later in the same week, we also took the whole year group on an
enrichment trip to Marwell Zoo, for some, this was their first trip to
a Zoo and for many, their first time seeing some of the many
animals on display. The weather was cold and wet but the children
maintained their positivity throughout and enjoyed their
adventure. All the kids were a credit to the school and their
parents. I’m not sure what was more exciting, going on a coach trip
with their mates, seeing the animals or being allowed to use their
phones, to take pictures of the animals. We all had a fun day!

We’ve also just had a non-uniform day, as part of our fund raising
for Red nose day and comic relief. Its always great seeing the
students in their own clothes, seeing their unique personalities
presented through their choice of outfits. The Y7 girl’s netball team
have started their season very strong, qualifying, in their first year
at Glebelands, to attend the Surrey County netball finals up at the
Cranleigh School. Myself and Miss Jones were fortunate enough to
attend, watching one match, which we won against a strong
Gordons school, before eventually finishing a very respectable 5th
overall. The boys have also performed magnificently this half term,
qualifying for the Surrey County Indoor athletics Finals, on
Thursday the 26th March. By the time the boys will have competed
in this event, this newsletter will have been submitted and sent to
parents – Not a bad start to their sporting journey whilst at
Glebelands.

And finally, we welcome back Mr Pike (Papa Pike 😊) from his
paternity and congratulate him on the arrival of his first child.
Mother, father and baby Harriet are all doing exceptionally well!
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Head of Achievement Updates
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In addition to the individual achievements we also like to create a bit of healthy inter house competition, below are
the tutor groups commendations table.

Commendations – Top 10:
An indication of how hard students are working is the number of commendations achieved. I would like to recognise
the top 10 in our year group:

Attendance – 100% 
The following students have 100% attendance and no lates to registration – well done!

Thank you to everyone for supporting the students through these first few terms with us, but as always it is now time
to relax and enjoy a well earned break.  

YEAR 7 (cont.)

Half Term Achievement and Effort Awards:
Each half term a certificate and a small prize is given to students who are nominated by their teachers for excellent
effort or a great achievement in a subject area. Congratulations to the students who have been recognised and
awarded these this half term.

Mr Singleton
Head of Achievement Year 7



Head of Achievement Updates
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YEAR 8

The second spring term always seems to whizz by but this one, with only five weeks, seems to have flown
by extra fast. We’ve had an eventful term with Enrichment Day and our Fundraising Week, and Year 8’s
taking part in competitions such as Lego robotics, netball county finals and the Glebelands Bake Off.

On Enrichment Day this year the year group was divided into two, with half of us going to the National
History Museum and the other half visiting some human history with a visit to the Tower of London. See
the reports and photos later in the newsletter for more details, but we had a great day out and the drizzly
rain at the Tower wasn’t enough to dampen our spirits.

In the week leading up to Comic Relief, Year 8 were responsible for raising money at break times to
fundraise for Children on the Edge and Comic Relief. Thanks to cake, cookie and sweetie sales, guess the
number of sweets in a jar, beat the keeper, raffles, guess the name of the sloth/jellycat toy, and Abigail
Buckman selling some very cute crochet creations, the year 8s raised over £300 which will be split evenly
over the two charities. Thanks also for your support of the non-uniform day; your money will support
vulnerable adults and children at home and overseas.

Our Year 8 girls’ netball team has again been hugely successful this season, becoming Waverley district
champions and earning a spot in the Surrey County finals on Monday 23rd March. I had the pleasure of
watching a couple of their hard-fought matches, and it was great to see them work as such a slick team
with some really beautiful netball being played. In the end the girls came within one goal of winning the
tournament but ended up placing third because of the way the points are shared out. We are extremely
proud of their efforts again this season. 

As we draw to a close our winter sports programme, Mr Whistler came into assembly on Monday to
present certificates to those that have represented the school in their chosen sport this year.
Congratulations and well done to those that turn up to training every week and play their best for the
school. We look forward to seeing what the summer term’s sports bring.

Half Term Achievement and Effort Awards:
Each half term a certificate and a small prize is given to students who are nominated by their teachers for
excellent effort or a great achievement in a subject area. Congratulations to the students who have been
recognised and awarded these this half term; it’s lovely to see some new names in there too.



Head of Achievement Updates

Commendations – Top 10:
An indication of how hard students are working is the number of commendations achieved. I would like to
recognise the top 10 in our year group:

Attendance 100%:
We also celebrate student attendance, and I would like to recognise those students who have 100%
attendance.
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Mrs Auty
Head of Achievement Year 8

After Easter
Time to do a check on the uniform and equipment over the holidays. You will hopefully have seen
communications from school relating to uniform changes for the summer term and next academic year. 

Next term the big date for your diary is the Year 8 Subject Evening on Thursday 23rd April;  please see the
separate email for details on how to book appointments for your children. Subject evening is a really
important chance to ear some feedback about how students are performing in class. This term, for the first
time, their target grades are available to view which will give you some perspective of whether they are
achieving at or above expected levels.

Thrive is back from the 22nd April, please check with your child to see if they need any special
arrangements for their chosen Thrive activity, such as wearing PE kit or riding a bike to school.
I hope you have a restful Easter break.  Hopefully with some chocolate treats, and we will see all our Year 8s
back on Monday 13th April. Please note that there is no inset day this year so students are due back in on
the Monday at 10:45am. Happy holidays!



Head of Achievement Updates

YEAR 9

Half Term Achievement and Effort Awards:
Each half term a certificate and a small prize is given to students who are nominated by their
teachers for excellent effort or a great achievement in a subject area. Congratulations to the
students who have been recognised and awarded these this half term.

Commendations – Top 10:
An indication of how hard students are working is the number of commendations achieved. I
would like to recognise the top 10 in our year group:
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This term has been a busy one for Year 9. Students choosing their GCSEs for next year
dominated this term with an options evening, option assembly and subject evening. I have been
impressed with how students have approached this topic while asking important questions
making sure they have chosen carefully. Some of the year group were in attendance  at G Live
and the Battlefields trip this term; most students had the opportunity in taking part in an
activity off site for Enrichment day. 



YEAR 7

Head of Achievement Updates

YEAR 9 (cont.)

Attendance – 100% 
We also celebrate student attendance, and I would like to recognise those students who have
100% attendance.

Miss Amin
Head of Achievement Year 9

As we close yet another busy term, I wish you and your family a well-deserved Easter break. We
return on Monday 13th April at 10.45am to a not so busy spring term 2! A gentle reminder that
students should return in full school uniform or summer polo shirt/PE top, natural hair
colour/nails and no false eyelashes. As we head into the new term, Year 9s have the D of E
expedition to look forward to. I am eager to see what the new term brings for the year group
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Head of Achievement Updates

Year 10

Commendations – Top 10:
An indication of how hard students are working is the number of commendations achieved. I would like to
recognise the top 10 in our year group:
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It has been another short but packed half term for Year 10. There have been several highlights
for me. The Head Student and Prefect applications have been shortlisted. The Head Student
candidates have presented to the year group resulting in a student vote. They have had formal
interviews with Mr Smitheram, Mr Mitchell and Mrs Hulse as Chair of Governors. The successful
students are announced in the Whole School Assembly this week. It has been a pleasure to see
such articulate and mature approaches to every part of the process and I am proud of every
single one who put themselves forward.

Another huge highlight for me was to accompany students to tour Wembley. A fantastic
experience with lots of ‘behind the scenes’ access and information. The other half of the year
group had an amazing time at The Spectrum, taking part in ice skating and badminton. 
The Robotics Team competed in the regional competition on Saturday 14th March, winning an
award for the Team – an incredible achievement – well done!



Head of Achievement Updates

Year 10
Attendance – 100% 
We also celebrate student attendance and would like to recognise those students who have 100%
attendance or those who have not got any lates to school or lessons

Mr Nibloe
Head of Achievement Year 10
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Half Term Achievement and Effort Awards:
Each half term a certificate and a small prize is given to students who are nominated by their teachers for excellent
effort or a great achievement in a subject area. Congratulations to the students who have been recognised and
awarded these this half term.

After Easter, students are in school for a week before going on Work Experience. During that
week, we have a final talk from the Waverley Federation about last minute Work Experience
items. We also visit Godalming Careers Fair to enable students to see future careers and jobs. 
When students return from Work Experience, there are six school weeks until their mock exams.
We will be spending lots of tutor times revising and preparing, using the resources and
strategies we taught in the Autumn term. Students also need to be revising at home. Please
support them by checking in with them, testing them and seeing how they are revising. I will
communicate in more detail after Easter.

On behalf of the Year 10 tutor team, I wish you and your family a fantastic Easter break.



YEAR 7

Head of Achievement Updates

YEAR 11 
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I would like to thank the students who attended the Y11 Enrichment Day, and Mrs Proctor who
organised and oversaw a jam-packed and very informative day with regard to future careers,
apprenticeships, working in the real world, finding the key to success, and the different financial
obligations you have when you are an adult, amongst others.

Highlights of the day included the Fire Service delivering a presentation about being responsible
on the roads, a Mixed Martial Arts presentation and practical sessions run by Alfie Davis who is an
English professional mixed martial artist who competes in the lightweight division for the
Professional Fighters League (PFL), and who is currently #1 in the PFL lightweight rankings I have
never seen so much energy and effort en masse by the students fully engaging in his MMA
session, which was so inspiring to watch!

In addition, we had a number of guest speakers who gave up their time and expertise to share
important insights to the students, including: “The Road to Success” by guest speaker Mr Weaser;
“Preparing for the workplace- your digital footprint” by guest speaker Mrs Hadfield; “How to run
your own business” by guest speaker Mr Barnadi and “The future of AI” by guest speaker Mr
Brash. Christine Hill gave a specific talk on Apprenticeships, and HEON gave a session on making
informed choices on future education and the skills and qualities needed to be successful. I
would like to thank everyone of the guest speakers for giving up their time and making the day so
varied and interesting for the students.



Head of Achievement Updates

YEAR 7

YEAR 11 (cont.)
Commendations – Top 10:
An indication of how hard students are working is the number of commendations achieved. I would like to
recognise the top 10 in our year group:

Attendance – 100% 
Attendance in school is vital for students learning and progress, especially so in year 11, congratulations to
those, listed below, who are still achieving 100% attendance this school year.

Mrs Albrecht 
Head of Achievement Year 11
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Half Term Achievement and Effort Awards:
Each half term a certificate and a small prize is given to students who are nominated by their teachers for excellent
effort or a great achievement in a subject area. Congratulations to the students who have been recognised and
awarded these this half term.

Well done to every Y11 student who has been working so hard this term, especially throughout their second mock
exam period and to the students who have been diligently working on their NEA coursework and in their actual
practical exams. You are nearly there. Keep revising and listening to your teachers advice on how to secure the best
grades. Your hard work and effort will be rewarded!
Enjoy your Easter holidays!



Music

YEAR 7
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Mr Forrester
Music Teacher

Mini Concert with Cranleigh CofE
 
As part of our primary outreach, the Glebelands Music Department worked closely with Cranleigh
CofE Primary and Surrey Arts to produce a mini concert in the Glebelands school hall. 
Cranleigh CofE Year 4 performed the sweetest twelve bar blues on their ukuleles before leading
our choir in a rendition of Bruno Mars’ ‘Count on Me’, also on ukulele. Our choir and orchestra
then performed Cold Play’s ‘Viva La Vida’ as a practice for the end of term assembly on Friday.
This was a wonderful opportunity for the primary school pupils and parents to come across the
road and experience the ‘big school’, and an opportunity we will look to provide again next year. It
was delightful to host such young musical talent, and we look forward to seeing them thrive in our
Glebelands Music Department in a few years’ time.



Music

YEAR 7

18

Schools Got Talent - GLive! Concert 
 

On the 10th March over sixty of our students took to the stage at GLive! in Guildford and
performed to a crowd of one thousand people, including the Mayor of Guildford and David Essex! 
The concert was hosted by the Guildford Rotary and involved four Surrey schools: Duke of Kent,
Ash Manor, Prior’s Field, and this year, Glebelands! Each school had a half hour set before all
coming together for the four-school finale – ‘ Don’t Stop Believin’!

The Musical Theatre Choir opened our set with a bang with a ‘Les Mis’ medley. Our thirteen strong
Orchestra impressed with their arrangement of Skyfall with haunting lead vocals by Izzy. Our Rep
Chorus then took to the stage with an arrangement of Alex Warren’s ‘ Ordinary’ including body
percussion. Amidst all of this, Glebelands had a stunning variety of solo, duet and student led
bands on display performing many songs from ‘Waitress’, to Olivia Dean and an  ‘On My Way
Home’ piano jazz solo! We then sent the crowds on their feet with our Grease Musical Medley to
round off our set.

It was an electric evening, and what a uniquely special opportunity for our School to be a part of.
Every single performer on that stage did the school proud and should be very proud themselves
of what they achieved. If you missed it this year, make sure to get your tickets for next year – not
to be missed!



Music

YEAR 7
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Music

YEAR 7
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Mr Forrester
Music Teacher

Grease Production Rehearsals
Rehearsals for our musical production ‘Grease’ are now well underway. Our
students are displaying impressive levels of commitment and professionalism
during this rehearsal process and it is shaping up to be an extraordinary show.
We are nearing the end of Act One and are about to begin on Act Two after the
Easter holidays. Over the holidays our set is also due to arrive – exciting times!
 

You are able to come along and see these talented students in this amazing
production on the 9th and 10th July – see you there!



Glebelands Trust

Why Your Support Matters
Glebelands School manages its finances effectively, but there’s always a gap between available funds and the
cost of providing the best possible educational experiences. The Glebelands Trust helps to bridge this gap by
funding valuable resources and innovative projects across all school departments. We align all our spending
with the School Development Plan, which is approved by the Governors, ensuring every penny enhances the
quality of education.

Your support truly makes a difference. Every pound donated helps us provide valuable extras that enhance the
school experience, from additional curriculum resources to enriching learning opportunities that go beyond the
classroom.

However, over the past few years, donations have gradually diminished. At present, only twenty-six families
contribute to our equivalent of the PTA fund. We are so grateful for their ongoing support — but imagine the
impact if every family joined in!  If every family regularly donated just £1, together we could transform what’s
possible for our children. Small, regular contributions add up quickly, enabling us to fund even more
improvements, resources, and experiences that benefit everyone.

Let’s work together to continue building a school environment we can all be proud of — one that gives every
child the very best opportunities to learn, play, and thrive.

Thank you once again for your generosity, your community spirit, and your continued support.

How to Donate
Your support is crucial, and there are several ways to contribute to the Glebelands Trust:

Just Giving: Please scan the QR code make a donation through Just Giving. They offer an easy
       'one click' option for both monthly and one-off donations, though they do take a small
        commission.

Direct Donations:
One-off or Monthly Contributions. £10 per month, or quarterly or annual donations.  Set up a direct debit or
make a one-time payment to:

Account Name: Glebelands School (Cranleigh) Educational Trust
Bank: Natwest
Sort Code: 52-41-56
Account Number: 48271462

Online Shopping Donations:
Easy Fundraising: Register and select Glebelands School (note: not the Trust) as your charity. Shop through
their site, and a percentage of your purchase is donated.
Give as You Live: Similar to Easy Fundraising, register at giveasyoulive.com and choose Glebelands School
Trust. Donations are made as you shop.

Gift Aid: Enhance your contribution by an extra 25% at no additional cost to you. Just complete the Gift Aid form and
return it to the school office.
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YEAR 7

Spotlight On...

Glebelands Student Represents England in Ice Hockey! - Yheo Burge 8HAW

On Wednesday 11th February myself and 17 other England U13 players arrived at Heathrow to board a
flight to Montreal, to head to Quebec for the 66th Tourney PeeWee (U13s) Ice Hockey Tournament. To
make the most of the Canadian experience, we were staying in pairs with Canadian (Billet) families. 
 
Our first game was an exhibition game on the Thursday against the Hershey Bears (from the Elite AA
league), which was a good warm up game ready for the tournament. Our first game of the tournament
was on the Friday and we played against Saint-Hyacinthe Mousquetaires in the Centre Videotron. This
arena is amazing and so big. It can host 10,000 spectators! We unfortunately lost the game 3-0. 
 
Our next game, was a friendly against NE Quebec Harfangs on the Saturday, which we won 3:0. We also
met retired NHL San Jose Sharks player Joe Thornton, who is part of the ‘Hall of Hockey’ and is
considered a legendary player. The next game of the tournament was on Sunday. We played against
Noroit Gouverneurs 2 in the Pavilion Guy-Lafleur. It was a tight fought game, but again, unfortunately,
we lost 3-2, which meant we were out of the tournament. 
 
In Canadian there are lots of ODRs (outside ice rinks), so I had the opportunity of an evening to go to
several of these and play more ice hockey with my Billet family and some of the other England players.
Such a great thing to be able to do. 
 
On the Monday we had a free day and went to the Snow Park. We had lots of fun whizzing down snow
slopes in a donut! On Tuesday we had another free day, and this time went forest skating and to
another ODR. Great to be able to do pond skating. In the evening we went to watch the Remparts Game
at the Videotron, which was a thrilling and fast paced game. 
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YEAR 7

Spotlight On...

Wednesday we were back to playing friendly games, and we played against an American girls’
team. Thursday it was a double header of games. The first game was against Thailand Select,
and we drew 3-3. There was a penalty shoot-out at the end, and I scored the first goal. The next
game was against Lithuania Hockey Punks and we lost 4-2. Our final game was against Quebec
Nord-Est on the Friday, and we won 5-0. I scored a goal and was awarded Player of the Game. 
In the M13AA league, England came 25th out of 30 in the end. I was awarded ‘Most Valued
Player of the Tournament’ for England. 

The ice hockey shops were amazing out there, with so much hockey gear. We also had so much
fun playing in five foot of snow and building igloos. On the Saturday, my Billet family took me
out to Quebec to see some of the sights. The tournament is such a big event in Quebec; the
whole city gets behind it, with lots of different events and activities available whilst it is on.
There was a toboggan run outside the stunning Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac, which was
super-fun and fast! 

A massive thing of the tournament was pin trading. At the start of every game we swapped pins
representing our team. The spare time we spent in the Videotron, watching the other matches
happening, we had the opportunity to trade pins with other players as well. I managed to get
lots of different pins from teams from across the world. 

I had such a great experience and opportunity, and have so many memories that I will not
forget. 



Enrichment
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Enrichment Day 2026: A School on the Move
Our 2026 Enrichment Day saw students and staff spread out across the South East of England
for a wide range of educational, cultural, and active experiences. The day provided a valuable
opportunity for students to engage with learning beyond the classroom while building
independence, curiosity, and teamwork.

Year 7 students enjoyed a fascinating trip to Marwell Zoo, where they explored global wildlife
and conservation efforts first-hand.

Year 8 travelled into London, visiting both the historic Tower of London and the world-
renowned Natural History Museum, combining history with scientific discovery.

Year 9 students had a culturally rich day, with visits to Shakespeare's Globe and Tate Modern,
while others explored marine life at Brighton Sea Life Centre.

Year 10 took part in a more active programme, with trips to Wembley Stadium and Guildford
Spectrum, where students engaged in a variety of sporting activities and team challenges.

Year 11 focused on preparation for life beyond school, participating in a range of careers-based
activities, inspirational talks, and important road safety sessions.

Back on site, a full programme ensured that students who were unable to attend offsite visits
still had a rewarding day. Activities included the ever-popular Taskmaster-style challenges, film
sessions, and a variety of engaging indoor options.

As always it is really delightful to hear about how our wonderful students present themselves
on school trips and this year was no exception.

This ambitious day would not have been possible without the dedication of our staff. A sincere
thank you goes to all those who accompanied trips, as well as the staff behind the scenes who
managed the complex logistics required to make the day run smoothly.

In the next pages are some student and staff reports from Enrichment Day 2026.



Enrichment

Tower of London – Year 8 Enrichment Trip

It’s a long coach ride to the Tower of London, but 8FRA, 8ATT and 8TUR were very patient with
the journey. For many it was the first time they had been to the Tower so this was a great
chance to see some of England’s history up close.

Our group had time for a quick visit to the Fusiliers Museum before we joined the Protest and
Rebellion workshop with our guide who told us three stories of everyday people and their
stories of the Tower. We learnt about the  Peasants’ Revolt, slaves who cared for the animals
that were kept at the tower and a story of suffragettes and their protests. 

After a quick lunch, the rain started so we headed inside to see the famous crown jewels. No
photos are allowed inside but the jewels were very impressive, as was the size of the vault
doors! We tried to decide which was our favourite crown and imagine how heavy they would be
to wear as we slowly moved along the travellator.

Next, we headed to the White Tower, built by Norman the Conqueror, home of the royal
armouries where we saw many weapons and suits of armour, including some for the many
wooden horses that form part of the display. At the top of the Tower, there was an opportunity
to try out cannons and sword fighting with their interactive exhibits, before heading down to
the all-important gift shop! 

After being treated to a display of ceremony from the soldiers on guard – accompanied by
Baxter and Beau – we made a quick trip to see the torture rack that was used when the Tower
held prisoners. Then it was back to the coach to return safe and sound after a long drive back.

 Thanks to the parents for their patience with our slightly delayed return.
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The Natural History Museum – Year 8 Enrichment Trip
 
During this half term, Year 8 went to the Natural History Museum (and The Tower of London) for
Enrichment Day. It was great fun and we saw many, many interesting things whilst being ther
These included:

An earthquake simulator, showcasing the events of the 1995 Kobe, Japan earthquake.
Including shifting walls and floors
A mineral exhibit as well as a vault filled with everything from polished agate to meteorites
The well-known dinosaur exhibit, featuring many animatronic dinosaurs and interactive
displays
A Mammal Installation, highlighting anything from blue whales to wild cats.

This was an incredibly insightful experience, broadening our horizon and providing a great trip
out for the school!
 
Neave Hamilton 8FRA
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Year 9 Visit to the Globe Theatre and Tate Modern  

On Friday 6th March, we travelled to London to visit The
Globe Theatre and Tate Modern. The journey was fairly
relaxed and an expectant buzz filled the coach. We were
ably accompanied by a marvellous team of teachers: Miss
Phillips, Mr Robinson, Mrs Hearn and Mrs Riley. When we
eventually arrived on the South Bank, we were bid a polite
farewell by our bus drivers and then split into groups for
our tour of the Globe Theatre. We were given headsets,
which provided us with a detailed commentary as we
walked round this amazing building. We were afforded a
view of this impressive structure from every tier of the
audience point of view. We even got a peek at a new show
they were rehearsing on the stage! We learnt many things
about the theatre like how it burnt down due to a live
cannon being fired mid-show in a performance of
Shakespeare’s almost totally forgotten play about Henry
VIII.

After our tour, we sat by the riverside and enjoyed our lunch, despite the rather dreary weather. Many of us
during this time also to the opportunity to pick up a souvenir from the excellent gift shop. Later on, we got
back into our groups and walked briskly to Tate Modern. Inside, we visited many different rooms and
became immersed in the depth and creativity on display. We were also quite surprised by the variety of
different media on show: sculptures, photography and videography, to name a few.
We arrived back at school around 5 o’clock, our souls richer for all the incredible theatrics and art forms
we had experienced.
 
Grace Tosh and Olivia Bannister Year 9
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Battlefields Tour 2026: A Moving Journey Through History
Our recent Battlefields Tour across Belgium and France, led by our Head of History Mr Plevoets,
provided students with a powerful and deeply moving opportunity to bring their classroom
learning to life. Through first-hand experiences at key historical sites, students not only
deepened their understanding of the First World War, but also paid their respects to those who
served and sacrificed, making the trip both educational and profoundly meaningful.

Throughout the tour, students visited a range of significant memorials and cemeteries, including
the iconic Menin Gate, where they reflected on the scale of loss during the First World War. One
of the most remarkable aspects of the trip was the depth of knowledge demonstrated by our
students. Our expert tour guides—former military personnel—were genuinely astounded by the
students’ understanding of personal and military history.

This knowledge had a profound impact. Six students were able to have their history researched
by our Tour Guides and identify memorials connected to the soldiers’ families, tracing their
stories across multiple sites in Belgium and France and had a small ceremony and certificate.
Their ability to connect individual histories with the wider narrative of the war brought a new
level of meaning to the experience.

In addition, students learnt of links to other students at the school and two other distinguished
personnel permanently recorded in history. Their curiosity, insight, and respect for the subject
matter set them apart, with guides commenting that they had rarely encountered a school
group of this calibre.

The conduct of our students throughout the trip was exemplary. Members of the public and
other visitors frequently approached staff to express how impressed they were with the respect,
maturity, and engagement shown by Glebelands students. They were, without doubt,
outstanding ambassadors for the school.

A sincere thank you goes to Mr Plevoets, Mr Jones, Mrs Roundell, and Mrs Rogers for giving up
their time and energy to make this trip possible. Their dedication ensured a meaningful and
memorable experience for all involved.

This tour will undoubtedly remain a lasting highlight in our students’ educational journeys.
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STEM (Science Technology Engineering Maths) 

Robotics Club
.On Saturday 14th March a team of ten students and one student coach took part in the First
Lego League Competition at Epsom. All the students presented an innovative project on how VR
can be used to help archaeologists in the future, and how an educational game that they
invented could be used to help young archaeologists learn about ancient civilisations. Plus, they
had three matches against other teams, trying to score points by programming their new Spike
robots ( kindly donated by Glebelands Trust) around different Lego missions.
 
So proud of all their efforts - they came away with the trophy for core-values - showing their
teamwork, inclusion, innovation and sense of fun!
 
If anyone in Year 7 or Year 8 would like to become part of the team which meets after-school on
Mondays, please see Mrs Sollars in room N16. 
 
Mrs Sollars 
STEM Coordinator 
 



School Council Update

YEAR 7

All Change!

 

Mrs N Clark
Head of Student Personal Development
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Last week Jacob, Leanna and Ben joined a SLT meeting to be able to share their feedback from
the welcome meetings. Several great ideas and suggestion were put forward and our School
Council Leadership Team demonstrated a professional attitude, offering proactive solutions to
the discussion. Many items were agreed by SLT, so Jacob, Leanna and Ben will be creating a
PowerPoint of their feedback for Tutor Representatives to present to their tutor groups next half
term.
 

I would also like to thank all the Committee Leaders, (plus an honourable mention to Bella and
Victoria), for their excellent promotion of the Big Plastic Count! Straight off the back of popping
into tutor groups for Kindness Quest last term, the School Council Leaders are growing to be very
familiar faces to our student body!

Thank you very much to all students and households that took part in The Big Plastic Count! By
counting the different types of plastic thrown away over the course of a week, participants have
contributed vital evidence to this nationwide investigation into UK household plastic waste since
the last count two years ago. This data will be used to convince UK ministers, supermarkets and
big brands to lead the way in the reduction of plastic production. 

Although it is still not too late to enter your data for this citizen science project (and I would
heartily recommend you to do so), as far as the School House Competition is concerned it was a
race to get the data logged and the results are in!
 
1st Place: Attenborough - 13 students participated from this house!
2nd Place: Franklin - 8 students managed to log their data in time!
3rd Place: All other houses tied with 7 participants each!

A huge well done to all participants who, further to House Points, will all receive a dining hall
privilege pass for a week at the start of next term. 



House News

This term, our focus has been on appointing new House Captains. While we are incredibly
excited to welcome the new group into their leadership roles, we are also sad to say goodbye to
the students who have served so brilliantly over the past year. Their dedication and enthusiasm
have made a lasting impact, and we thank them for their contribution.

The selection process for the incoming House Captains involved students submitting a letter of
application and taking part in an interview with myself and Mr. Smitheram. We were incredibly
proud of all the students who applied, their dedication and genuine desire to play a bigger role
in life at Glebelands was truly inspiring. 

Additionally, this half term we have also run our annual Bake-Off competition, which featured
some delightful cakes and truly impressive designs. Year 8 have also shown fantastic
community spirit by raising money for both Red Nose Day and Children on the Edge.

New House Captains

House Points - Current Total

House System Update
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House News

Information about the House System:
The House system aims to celebrate four areas of education and we have four cups / shields that
students are vying for each year along with the House Shield. Students have the opportunity to
gain house points towards the following – Charities Cup, Academic Cup, Sports  Award and Arts
Award – House Points can be earned for these categories in the following way:

This term we have seen several competitions take place that encompass each of the four cups /
awards. 
Interhouse basketball, Bake Off, British Values poster making, celebrating women’s history,
interhouse netball, and years 7-9 have been participating in interhouse competitions during their
PE lessons for the final week of term. 
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House News

Glebelands Bake Off 2026
It was a great pleasure to have a large number of cakes entered for the
Glebelands Bake Off 2026 to celebrate the successes of the Winter
Olympics. Some were entered for ‘ Taste’, some for ‘Aesthetics’ and
some for both. Some great flavours – vanilla, mint, chocolate and
fruits, along with amazing decorations – piping, shaping ice skates and
skis, sugar work for the Olympic flames as well as vibrantly coloured
cakes. Many cakes were then sold to students the next day and raised
£56 for Children On The Edge. A massive well done to every student
that entered. Judging was tough (eating lots of cake!!) and after much
deliberation, the following places were decided.

Aesthetics Winner: Lucy Auty
Aesthetics Second place: Jake Faber
Aesthetics Third place: Abigail Buckman & Ella Ketley
Taste Winner: Kealan Rose
Taste Second place: Jake Faber
Taste Joint Third place: Betty-May Dackham & Abigail Buckman & Ella
Ketley
Overall Winner: Jake Faber 
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NETBALL
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Year 8 won their netball league and played in the state
school championship tournament finishing in third place.
The standard of netball was really high and they played
exceptionally well as a team. 

The Year 7 netball teams have had another great half term
of playing and training. Both teams took part in the
Waverley and Guildford Districts tournament earlier in the
term. Both teams showed great enthusiasm and displayed
all their skills they have learnt this season. As mentioned
above, the A team finished their season at the Surrey
State School Netball Finals on Monday, securing fifth
place overall after some incredible play in all their games.
We are all very proud of how well this team has worked
together throughout the season!

The Year 9 netball teams have played against St Catherine’s and Kings College this half term.
The girls showed great improvement from the beginning of the season and are working
brilliantly as a team. We look forward to next season! 

A huge well done to our Year 7, Year 8, and Year 10 netball
teams for securing their places in the Surrey State Schools
Netball Championships Finals. This is an outstanding
achievement and a reflection of the dedication, teamwork,
and determination shown by every player throughout the
season. Reaching the finals is no small feat, and all three
teams have demonstrated impressive skill, resilience, and
commitment along the way. You have represented the
school brilliantly, both on and off the court. 
The Year 10 netball team finished the season on a high
with a really respectable fourth place in the Surrey State
Schools Netball Championships. The team worked really
hard together against some very strong opponents. Well
done, girls, we are really proud of you for all you have
achieved this year. 
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Football - Girls
 

Football - Boys

Our football squads delivered some fantastic performances
recently, showing real determination, teamwork, and spirit. The
U13s battled through an incredibly close match against Howard
of Effingham, clinching victory with a dramatic last‑minute goal
that had everyone on the edge of their seats. They later faced
Broadwater in another tight and competitive game, narrowly
missing out despite a strong team effort. 

The U15s also enjoyed success, overcoming Howard of
Effingham in a tense encounter. After a long spell tied,
Glebelands broke the deadlock, responded quickly to Howard’s
equaliser, and sealed the win with a decisive final goal. The team
then followed this up with an impressive result against
Broadwater, highlighted by a standout performance from Poppy,
who scored an incredible four goals. A huge well done to both
teams for their skill, resilience, and sportsmanship. Great work!

The Year 7 boys football team played two matches this half term
against Broadwater and Rodborough, and they were both very
entertaining matches.

Against Broadwater, the team took the lead through Dexter but
Broadwater hit back before Sam and Kyle scored again to retake
the lead, Broadwater did score again in the second half but the
final goal from Sam saw the team take a 4-2 win.

The Year 7 boys played a Mini tournament against Christs,
George Abbot and Guildford County at County School.
There were several matches, with plenty of goals scored
and saved. The majority of the results went Glebelands way
with both teams winning at least two out of their five
matches. The standard of football was good and even
though the pitches were small, the boys managed to pass
and move in tight spaces well. Well done to all those
involved.

The match against Rodborough was also very close, with Glebelands starting very well and
scoring twice through Harris and Dexter. Rodborough applied pressure and scored three quick
goals and the game continued to be very end to end. Rodborough scored again in the second
half before Harry scored a penalty, and then Sam scored a fourth to make it 5-4 at the final
whistle - a great performance from the team.



Sporting Achievements

Year 9 v Rodborough
The Year 9 football team played against Rodborough and Broadwater.
The first match against Rodborough was a tough encounter with the Rodborough team, scoring
some good goals but the team also played some nice football and tried to break a strong team
down.  Although they lost, they worked hard, particularly those in defence and Sam in goal.
The second match against Broadwater was a close affair, with both teams creating opportunities
to score. Jack scored to give the team the lead and then Broadwater hit back, before Harry
scored a second and Sam made a couple of great saves.  Jack then scored the third to give the
team a good win 3-1.
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Year 9 v Broadwater
The Year 8 team played away at Broadwater and won a
great match 7-3. The team played some good football on a
difficult pitch and scored some good goals in the first half
through Casper, Sam and Ryan, and although Broadwater
hit back, the second half continued to go well for the team
with further goals scored by Leon, Fin and Joe.  A good win.

The second match saw them play Rodborough. This was a close game in the first half with both
teams going close and Glebelands passing the ball well and looking good. Unfortunately,
Rodborough scored late on to make it 1-0 at half time. The second half was more difficult for the
team with Rodborough applying pressure and they scored three more goals before Tom scored a
good consolation goal for Glebelands. 

Year 10v Rodborough TBC- half term

Year 11 v Woolmer Hill. The final match for the Year 11 Boys team took place at the start of
March. The team passed the ball quite well and looked good, but unfortunately conceded twice
in the first half. The second half saw the team again work hard and try to play some good football
but a couple of mistakes led to further goals for Woolmer Hill ,who took the win. The team can be
proud, though, of how they have represented the school so well over the last few years, They
have genuinely improved and have been a pleasure to be involved with.
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Sports Leaders

Our GCSE PE students took part in a competitive and enjoyable afternoon of badminton against
Cranleigh School. The fixture provided an excellent opportunity for staff to observe and assess
students’ practical performance for their GCSE coursework. Throughout the fixture, players
competed in a series of closely contested games, all played in great spirit and with commendable
sportsmanship. The standard of play was high, with students demonstrating strong technical
ability, determination, and teamwork. Well done to all involved for their effort, enthusiasm, and
positive attitude, an excellent display of commitment to their GCSE assessment.

Cups and Colours

A huge thank you and well‑deserved congratulations to our fantastic Sports Leaders, who did an
outstanding job running the recent primary netball competition. Their professionalism,
enthusiasm, and confidence shone throughout the event. They took responsibility for scoring
matches, umpiring, and coaching the younger players, ensuring the competition ran smoothly
from start to finish. Their leadership helped create a positive, supportive, and enjoyable
environment for all the primary pupils taking part. Well done to all involved, you represented the
school brilliantly and should be very proud of your hard work and commitment.

The PE Department began celebrating extra curricular activities before Easter in cups and
colours assemblies. The Year 8 and 9s received their certificates and colours pre-Easter and
other year groups will be awarded theirs after Easter. The main prize winners for the Year 9’s
were:
Year 9
Junior Footballer (Boy)- Sam Hollingsworth
Junior Footballer (Girls)- Maggie Bird
Junior Netball Player - Iris Lamont
Junior Basketball player (Boy)-Matthew Ford and Austin Lynn
Junior Basketball player (Girl)- Rosie Elliott
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PE Department  FIxtures on the main school website - Curriculum tab

PE Department Extra-Curricular Summer practices:-



Community

 

The school Charity, Children on the Edge, continues it great work around
the globe with our local communities’ generous donations. 

Glebelands student charity events in November alone contributed £953
pounds to their support of 15,500 young people in countries such as
Myanmar, India, and Uganda.

Tutor group cake sales, and the recent non-uniform day donations from
parents have helped increase the schools overall total to £9,834 since
starting our support just over 4 year ago.

 
Mr Pike 
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Sports Lettings

The school sports facilities are available to hire when not in use by the school.  If you are
interested in hiring these facilities please email bookings@glebelands.surrey.sch.uk.  The

following clubs currently use the facilities and would love to hear from you if you would like to
join!
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	Glebelands Newsletter Spring Term - April 2026
	In this issue
	This term has been an especially busy and exciting one, with a wide range of opportunities for students to take part in enriching experiences beyond the classroom. In this edition, you can read about our 2026 Enrichment Day and our memorable Battlefields Trip to France and Belgium.  Alongside these highlights, we share our usual year group and sports updates, as well as celebrating the moment when new student leaders step into key roles within the School Council and Head Student team, as our Year 11s begin to focus on their GCSE examinations.
	It has also been a term of performance and achievement: students took to the stage at G Live as part of Schools’ Got Talent, and we were delighted to welcome local primary pupils into Glebelands to experience our musical talents. In addition, we feature a fantastic report from one of our students who has proudly represented England in ice hockey in Canada.  Read on to discover what our students have been achieving this term.
	Spotlight On... Representing England
	Key Dates
	Enrichment

	A Message from our Headteacher
	Dear Parents and Carers,
	As we reach the end of the spring term, I would like to take a moment to reflect on what has been another positive and productive period for our school community. It has been a term full of opportunity, achievement and continued engagement from our students.
	One of the real highlights has been the range of fantastic opportunities our students have embraced. Many of our talented musicians had the privilege of performing at G-Live, showcasing their skills and representing the school with confidence and professionalism. We are incredibly proud of their achievements and the way in which they demonstrated both talent and commitment.
	Some of our Business Studies students have also excelled, representing the school in a Dragons’ Den style competition. Their creativity, teamwork and entrepreneurial thinking were evident throughout, and they were outstanding ambassadors for Glebelands.
	The process of applying for Senior Student and House Captain roles has been completed with maturity and thoughtfulness, and I have been impressed by the number of students willing to take on positions of responsibility within the school. Our recent Enrichment Day was another significant success, with over 500 students taking part in a wide range of trips, while others engaged in carefully planned in-school activities designed to broaden their experiences beyond the classroom. These opportunities are an important part of our wider curriculum and contribute greatly to students’ personal development.
	As always, I would like to thank our staff for their continued hard work and dedication, and our students for the positive way in which they have engaged with all that has been on offer this term. I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to you, our parents and carers, for your ongoing support.
	I wish you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break and look forward to welcoming students back for the summer term.
	Kind regards R. Mitchell

	Key Dates
	Your paragraph text
	Summer 1 Half Term
	Summer Term 2  - a look ahead

	Safeguarding at Glebelands
	Keeping children safe is our priority at Glebelands.  We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people, and we expect all staff and visitors to the school to share this commitment.
	We have a safeguarding team at school, and if you have any concerns about the safety and welfare of a child, you can contact dsl@glebelands.surrey.sch.uk.  If it’s an emergency always call 999.

	Our DSL Team
	Attendance Matters
	School Attendance & Penalties for Non-Attendance
	In 2024 the National Framework for Penalty Notices was issued by the DfE.  There is now a single consistent national threshold for when a penalty notice must be considered by all schools in England of 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10 school week period.  These sessions do not have to be consecutive and can be made up of a combination of any type of unauthorised absence.  The 10-school week period can span different terms or school years.  Please note: The DfE does not consider a need or desire for a holiday or other absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation to be an exceptional circumstance.
	Reporting Absence When absence is unavoidable, please report in the following ways:
	First morning of any absence, indicating the cause and likely duration of the absence please call 01483 542408 by 8.45am. A truancy call will be sent upon any unknown student absence.
	Medical or dental appointment, email the school in advance on absence@glebelands.surrey.sch.uk
	Planned leave - Absence forms can be obtained on the Attendance page of our website.
	Attendance Matters
	PENALTY FINES FOR NON- ATTENDANCE



	PENALTY FINES FOR NON- ATTENDANCE
	Per Parent*, Per Child A School Penalty Notice is issued to each parent*, for each child that was absent. For example: 3 siblings absent for term time leave, would result in each parent receiving 3 separate penalty notices
	FIRST OFFENCE
	SECOND OFFENCE
	PENALTY FINES FOR NON- ATTENDANCE

	Head of Achievement Updates
	YEAR 7
	It’s always nice at the end of each half term to stop and take stock of all the wonderful adventures that, as a year group, we have just experienced before we all get a well-deserved break, even if only for a short period.
	We started this half term with Collingwood College engaging our students with a school production on the importance of road safety and the dangers that can occur daily on our roads if we do not maintain our vigilance. The students enjoyed the show but equally understood and bought into the importance of the afternoon, asking lots of engaging questions and recalling all the key facts presented throughout.
	Later in the same week, we also took the whole year group on an enrichment trip to Marwell Zoo, for some, this was their first trip to a Zoo and for many, their first time seeing some of the many animals on display. The weather was cold and wet but the children maintained their positivity throughout and enjoyed their adventure. All the kids were a credit to the school and their parents. I’m not sure what was more exciting, going on a coach trip with their mates, seeing the animals or being allowed to use their phones, to take pictures of the animals. We all had a fun day!
	We’ve also just had a non-uniform day, as part of our fund raising for Red nose day and comic relief. Its always great seeing the students in their own clothes, seeing their unique personalities presented through their choice of outfits. The Y7 girl’s netball team have started their season very strong, qualifying, in their first year at Glebelands, to attend the Surrey County netball finals up at the Cranleigh School. Myself and Miss Jones were fortunate enough to attend, watching one match, which we won against a strong Gordons school, before eventually finishing a very respectable 5th overall. The boys have also performed magnificently this half term, qualifying for the Surrey County Indoor athletics Finals, on Thursday the 26th March. By the time the boys will have competed in this event, this newsletter will have been submitted and sent to parents – Not a bad start to their sporting journey whilst at Glebelands.
	And finally, we welcome back Mr Pike (Papa Pike 😊) from his paternity and congratulate him on the arrival of his first child. Mother, father and baby Harriet are all doing exceptionally well!


	Head of Achievement Updates
	YEAR 7 (cont.)
	Mr Singleton Head of Achievement Year 7


	Head of Achievement Updates
	YEAR 8

	Head of Achievement Updates
	Mrs Auty Head of Achievement Year 8

	Head of Achievement Updates
	YEAR 9
	Half Term Achievement and Effort Awards: Each half term a certificate and a small prize is given to students who are nominated by their teachers for excellent effort or a great achievement in a subject area. Congratulations to the students who have been recognised and awarded these this half term.
	Commendations – Top 10: An indication of how hard students are working is the number of commendations achieved. I would like to recognise the top 10 in our year group:
	This term has been a busy one for Year 9. Students choosing their GCSEs for next year dominated this term with an options evening, option assembly and subject evening. I have been impressed with how students have approached this topic while asking important questions making sure they have chosen carefully. Some of the year group were in attendance  at G Live and the Battlefields trip this term; most students had the opportunity in taking part in an activity off site for Enrichment day.


	Head of Achievement Updates
	YEAR 7
	YEAR 9 (cont.)
	Attendance – 100%  We also celebrate student attendance, and I would like to recognise those students who have 100% attendance.

	Miss Amin Head of Achievement Year 9
	As we close yet another busy term, I wish you and your family a well-deserved Easter break. We return on Monday 13th April at 10.45am to a not so busy spring term 2! A gentle reminder that students should return in full school uniform or summer polo shirt/PE top, natural hair colour/nails and no false eyelashes. As we head into the new term, Year 9s have the D of E expedition to look forward to. I am eager to see what the new term brings for the year group



	Head of Achievement Updates
	Year 10
	It has been another short but packed half term for Year 10. There have been several highlights for me. The Head Student and Prefect applications have been shortlisted. The Head Student candidates have presented to the year group resulting in a student vote. They have had formal interviews with Mr Smitheram, Mr Mitchell and Mrs Hulse as Chair of Governors. The successful students are announced in the Whole School Assembly this week. It has been a pleasure to see such articulate and mature approaches to every part of the process and I am proud of every single one who put themselves forward.
	Another huge highlight for me was to accompany students to tour Wembley. A fantastic experience with lots of ‘behind the scenes’ access and information. The other half of the year group had an amazing time at The Spectrum, taking part in ice skating and badminton.  The Robotics Team competed in the regional competition on Saturday 14th March, winning an award for the Team – an incredible achievement – well done!


	Head of Achievement Updates
	Year 10 Attendance – 100%  We also celebrate student attendance and would like to recognise those students who have 100% attendance or those who have not got any lates to school or lessons
	Mr Nibloe Head of Achievement Year 10
	After Easter, students are in school for a week before going on Work Experience. During that week, we have a final talk from the Waverley Federation about last minute Work Experience items. We also visit Godalming Careers Fair to enable students to see future careers and jobs.  When students return from Work Experience, there are six school weeks until their mock exams. We will be spending lots of tutor times revising and preparing, using the resources and strategies we taught in the Autumn term. Students also need to be revising at home. Please support them by checking in with them, testing them and seeing how they are revising. I will communicate in more detail after Easter.
	On behalf of the Year 10 tutor team, I wish you and your family a fantastic Easter break.


	Head of Achievement Updates
	YEAR 7
	YEAR 11
	I would like to thank the students who attended the Y11 Enrichment Day, and Mrs Proctor who organised and oversaw a jam-packed and very informative day with regard to future careers, apprenticeships, working in the real world, finding the key to success, and the different financial obligations you have when you are an adult, amongst others.
	Highlights of the day included the Fire Service delivering a presentation about being responsible on the roads, a Mixed Martial Arts presentation and practical sessions run by Alfie Davis who is an English professional mixed martial artist who competes in the lightweight division for the Professional Fighters League (PFL), and who is currently #1 in the PFL lightweight rankings I have never seen so much energy and effort en masse by the students fully engaging in his MMA session, which was so inspiring to watch!
	In addition, we had a number of guest speakers who gave up their time and expertise to share important insights to the students, including: “The Road to Success” by guest speaker Mr Weaser; “Preparing for the workplace- your digital footprint” by guest speaker Mrs Hadfield; “How to run your own business” by guest speaker Mr Barnadi and “The future of AI” by guest speaker Mr Brash. Christine Hill gave a specific talk on Apprenticeships, and HEON gave a session on making informed choices on future education and the skills and qualities needed to be successful. I would like to thank everyone of the guest speakers for giving up their time and making the day so varied and interesting for the students.


	Head of Achievement Updates
	YEAR 7
	YEAR 11 (cont.) Commendations – Top 10: An indication of how hard students are working is the number of commendations achieved. I would like to recognise the top 10 in our year group:
	Attendance – 100%  Attendance in school is vital for students learning and progress, especially so in year 11, congratulations to those, listed below, who are still achieving 100% attendance this school year.
	Mrs Albrecht  Head of Achievement Year 11


	Music
	YEAR 7
	Mini Concert with Cranleigh CofE
	As part of our primary outreach, the Glebelands Music Department worked closely with Cranleigh CofE Primary and Surrey Arts to produce a mini concert in the Glebelands school hall.  Cranleigh CofE Year 4 performed the sweetest twelve bar blues on their ukuleles before leading our choir in a rendition of Bruno Mars’ ‘Count on Me’, also on ukulele. Our choir and orchestra then performed Cold Play’s ‘Viva La Vida’ as a practice for the end of term assembly on Friday. This was a wonderful opportunity for the primary school pupils and parents to come across the road and experience the ‘big school’, and an opportunity we will look to provide again next year. It was delightful to host such young musical talent, and we look forward to seeing them thrive in our Glebelands Music Department in a few years’ time.

	Mr Forrester Music Teacher


	Music
	YEAR 7
	Schools Got Talent - GLive! Concert
	On the 10th March over sixty of our students took to the stage at GLive! in Guildford and performed to a crowd of one thousand people, including the Mayor of Guildford and David Essex!  The concert was hosted by the Guildford Rotary and involved four Surrey schools: Duke of Kent, Ash Manor, Prior’s Field, and this year, Glebelands! Each school had a half hour set before all coming together for the four-school finale – ‘ Don’t Stop Believin’!
	The Musical Theatre Choir opened our set with a bang with a ‘Les Mis’ medley. Our thirteen strong Orchestra impressed with their arrangement of Skyfall with haunting lead vocals by Izzy. Our Rep Chorus then took to the stage with an arrangement of Alex Warren’s ‘ Ordinary’ including body percussion. Amidst all of this, Glebelands had a stunning variety of solo, duet and student led bands on display performing many songs from ‘Waitress’, to Olivia Dean and an  ‘On My Way Home’ piano jazz solo! We then sent the crowds on their feet with our Grease Musical Medley to round off our set.
	It was an electric evening, and what a uniquely special opportunity for our School to be a part of. Every single performer on that stage did the school proud and should be very proud themselves of what they achieved. If you missed it this year, make sure to get your tickets for next year – not to be missed!
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	Grease Production Rehearsals Rehearsals for our musical production ‘Grease’ are now well underway. Our students are displaying impressive levels of commitment and professionalism during this rehearsal process and it is shaping up to be an extraordinary show. We are nearing the end of Act One and are about to begin on Act Two after the Easter holidays. Over the holidays our set is also due to arrive – exciting times!
	You are able to come along and see these talented students in this amazing production on the 9th and 10th July – see you there!
	Mr Forrester Music Teacher
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	Glebelands Student Represents England in Ice Hockey! - Yheo Burge 8HAW
	On Wednesday 11th February myself and 17 other England U13 players arrived at Heathrow to board a flight to Montreal, to head to Quebec for the 66th Tourney PeeWee (U13s) Ice Hockey Tournament. To make the most of the Canadian experience, we were staying in pairs with Canadian (Billet) families.
	Our first game was an exhibition game on the Thursday against the Hershey Bears (from the Elite AA league), which was a good warm up game ready for the tournament. Our first game of the tournament was on the Friday and we played against Saint-Hyacinthe Mousquetaires in the Centre Videotron. This arena is amazing and so big. It can host 10,000 spectators! We unfortunately lost the game 3-0.
	Our next game, was a friendly against NE Quebec Harfangs on the Saturday, which we won 3:0. We also met retired NHL San Jose Sharks player Joe Thornton, who is part of the ‘Hall of Hockey’ and is considered a legendary player. The next game of the tournament was on Sunday. We played against Noroit Gouverneurs 2 in the Pavilion Guy-Lafleur. It was a tight fought game, but again, unfortunately, we lost 3-2, which meant we were out of the tournament.
	In Canadian there are lots of ODRs (outside ice rinks), so I had the opportunity of an evening to go to several of these and play more ice hockey with my Billet family and some of the other England players. Such a great thing to be able to do.
	On the Monday we had a free day and went to the Snow Park. We had lots of fun whizzing down snow slopes in a donut! On Tuesday we had another free day, and this time went forest skating and to another ODR. Great to be able to do pond skating. In the evening we went to watch the Remparts Game at the Videotron, which was a thrilling and fast paced game.
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	Wednesday we were back to playing friendly games, and we played against an American girls’ team. Thursday it was a double header of games. The first game was against Thailand Select, and we drew 3-3. There was a penalty shoot-out at the end, and I scored the first goal. The next game was against Lithuania Hockey Punks and we lost 4-2. Our final game was against Quebec Nord-Est on the Friday, and we won 5-0. I scored a goal and was awarded Player of the Game.  In the M13AA league, England came 25th out of 30 in the end. I was awarded ‘Most Valued Player of the Tournament’ for England.
	The ice hockey shops were amazing out there, with so much hockey gear. We also had so much fun playing in five foot of snow and building igloos. On the Saturday, my Billet family took me out to Quebec to see some of the sights. The tournament is such a big event in Quebec; the whole city gets behind it, with lots of different events and activities available whilst it is on. There was a toboggan run outside the stunning Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac, which was super-fun and fast!
	A massive thing of the tournament was pin trading. At the start of every game we swapped pins representing our team. The spare time we spent in the Videotron, watching the other matches happening, we had the opportunity to trade pins with other players as well. I managed to get lots of different pins from teams from across the world.
	I had such a great experience and opportunity, and have so many memories that I will not forget.


	Enrichment
	Enrichment Day 2026: A School on the Move Our 2026 Enrichment Day saw students and staff spread out across the South East of England for a wide range of educational, cultural, and active experiences. The day provided a valuable opportunity for students to engage with learning beyond the classroom while building independence, curiosity, and teamwork.
	Year 7 students enjoyed a fascinating trip to Marwell Zoo, where they explored global wildlife and conservation efforts first-hand.
	Year 8 travelled into London, visiting both the historic Tower of London and the world-renowned Natural History Museum, combining history with scientific discovery.
	Year 9 students had a culturally rich day, with visits to Shakespeare's Globe and Tate Modern, while others explored marine life at Brighton Sea Life Centre.
	Year 10 took part in a more active programme, with trips to Wembley Stadium and Guildford Spectrum, where students engaged in a variety of sporting activities and team challenges.
	Year 11 focused on preparation for life beyond school, participating in a range of careers-based activities, inspirational talks, and important road safety sessions.
	Back on site, a full programme ensured that students who were unable to attend offsite visits still had a rewarding day. Activities included the ever-popular Taskmaster-style challenges, film sessions, and a variety of engaging indoor options.
	As always it is really delightful to hear about how our wonderful students present themselves on school trips and this year was no exception.
	This ambitious day would not have been possible without the dedication of our staff. A sincere thank you goes to all those who accompanied trips, as well as the staff behind the scenes who managed the complex logistics required to make the day run smoothly.
	In the next pages are some student and staff reports from Enrichment Day 2026.

	Enrichment
	Tower of London – Year 8 Enrichment Trip
	It’s a long coach ride to the Tower of London, but 8FRA, 8ATT and 8TUR were very patient with the journey. For many it was the first time they had been to the Tower so this was a great chance to see some of England’s history up close.
	Our group had time for a quick visit to the Fusiliers Museum before we joined the Protest and Rebellion workshop with our guide who told us three stories of everyday people and their stories of the Tower. We learnt about the  Peasants’ Revolt, slaves who cared for the animals that were kept at the tower and a story of suffragettes and their protests.
	After a quick lunch, the rain started so we headed inside to see the famous crown jewels. No photos are allowed inside but the jewels were very impressive, as was the size of the vault doors! We tried to decide which was our favourite crown and imagine how heavy they would be to wear as we slowly moved along the travellator.
	Next, we headed to the White Tower, built by Norman the Conqueror, home of the royal armouries where we saw many weapons and suits of armour, including some for the many wooden horses that form part of the display. At the top of the Tower, there was an opportunity to try out cannons and sword fighting with their interactive exhibits, before heading down to the all-important gift shop!
	After being treated to a display of ceremony from the soldiers on guard – accompanied by Baxter and Beau – we made a quick trip to see the torture rack that was used when the Tower held prisoners. Then it was back to the coach to return safe and sound after a long drive back.
	Thanks to the parents for their patience with our slightly delayed return.


	Enrichment
	The Natural History Museum – Year 8 Enrichment Trip
	During this half term, Year 8 went to the Natural History Museum (and The Tower of London) for Enrichment Day. It was great fun and we saw many, many interesting things whilst being ther These included:
	An earthquake simulator, showcasing the events of the 1995 Kobe, Japan earthquake. Including shifting walls and floors
	A mineral exhibit as well as a vault filled with everything from polished agate to meteorites
	The well-known dinosaur exhibit, featuring many animatronic dinosaurs and interactive displays
	A Mammal Installation, highlighting anything from blue whales to wild cats.
	This was an incredibly insightful experience, broadening our horizon and providing a great trip out for the school!
	Neave Hamilton 8FRA


	Enrichment
	Year 9 Visit to the Globe Theatre and Tate Modern
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	Battlefields Tour 2026: A Moving Journey Through History Our recent Battlefields Tour across Belgium and France, led by our Head of History Mr Plevoets, provided students with a powerful and deeply moving opportunity to bring their classroom learning to life. Through first-hand experiences at key historical sites, students not only deepened their understanding of the First World War, but also paid their respects to those who served and sacrificed, making the trip both educational and profoundly meaningful.
	Throughout the tour, students visited a range of significant memorials and cemeteries, including the iconic Menin Gate, where they reflected on the scale of loss during the First World War. One of the most remarkable aspects of the trip was the depth of knowledge demonstrated by our students. Our expert tour guides—former military personnel—were genuinely astounded by the students’ understanding of personal and military history.
	This knowledge had a profound impact. Six students were able to have their history researched by our Tour Guides and identify memorials connected to the soldiers’ families, tracing their stories across multiple sites in Belgium and France and had a small ceremony and certificate. Their ability to connect individual histories with the wider narrative of the war brought a new level of meaning to the experience.
	In addition, students learnt of links to other students at the school and two other distinguished personnel permanently recorded in history. Their curiosity, insight, and respect for the subject matter set them apart, with guides commenting that they had rarely encountered a school group of this calibre.
	The conduct of our students throughout the trip was exemplary. Members of the public and other visitors frequently approached staff to express how impressed they were with the respect, maturity, and engagement shown by Glebelands students. They were, without doubt, outstanding ambassadors for the school.
	A sincere thank you goes to Mr Plevoets, Mr Jones, Mrs Roundell, and Mrs Rogers for giving up their time and energy to make this trip possible. Their dedication ensured a meaningful and memorable experience for all involved.
	This tour will undoubtedly remain a lasting highlight in our students’ educational journeys.

	Enrichment
	STEM (Science Technology Engineering Maths)
	Robotics Club .
	On Saturday 14th March a team of ten students and one student coach took part in the First Lego League Competition at Epsom. All the students presented an innovative project on how VR can be used to help archaeologists in the future, and how an educational game that they invented could be used to help young archaeologists learn about ancient civilisations. Plus, they had three matches against other teams, trying to score points by programming their new Spike robots ( kindly donated by Glebelands Trust) around different Lego missions.
	So proud of all their efforts - they came away with the trophy for core-values - showing their teamwork, inclusion, innovation and sense of fun!
	If anyone in Year 7 or Year 8 would like to become part of the team which meets after-school on Mondays, please see Mrs Sollars in room N16.
	Mrs Sollars  STEM Coordinator
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	All Change!
	Mrs N Clark Head of Student Personal Development
	Last week Jacob, Leanna and Ben joined a SLT meeting to be able to share their feedback from the welcome meetings. Several great ideas and suggestion were put forward and our School Council Leadership Team demonstrated a professional attitude, offering proactive solutions to the discussion. Many items were agreed by SLT, so Jacob, Leanna and Ben will be creating a PowerPoint of their feedback for Tutor Representatives to present to their tutor groups next half term.
	I would also like to thank all the Committee Leaders, (plus an honourable mention to Bella and Victoria), for their excellent promotion of the Big Plastic Count! Straight off the back of popping into tutor groups for Kindness Quest last term, the School Council Leaders are growing to be very familiar faces to our student body!
	Thank you very much to all students and households that took part in The Big Plastic Count! By counting the different types of plastic thrown away over the course of a week, participants have contributed vital evidence to this nationwide investigation into UK household plastic waste since the last count two years ago. This data will be used to convince UK ministers, supermarkets and big brands to lead the way in the reduction of plastic production.
	Although it is still not too late to enter your data for this citizen science project (and I would heartily recommend you to do so), as far as the School House Competition is concerned it was a race to get the data logged and the results are in!
	1st Place: Attenborough - 13 students participated from this house! 2nd Place: Franklin - 8 students managed to log their data in time! 3rd Place: All other houses tied with 7 participants each!
	A huge well done to all participants who, further to House Points, will all receive a dining hall privilege pass for a week at the start of next term.




	House News
	House System Update
	This term, our focus has been on appointing new House Captains. While we are incredibly excited to welcome the new group into their leadership roles, we are also sad to say goodbye to the students who have served so brilliantly over the past year. Their dedication and enthusiasm have made a lasting impact, and we thank them for their contribution.
	The selection process for the incoming House Captains involved students submitting a letter of application and taking part in an interview with myself and Mr. Smitheram. We were incredibly proud of all the students who applied, their dedication and genuine desire to play a bigger role in life at Glebelands was truly inspiring.
	Additionally, this half term we have also run our annual Bake-Off competition, which featured some delightful cakes and truly impressive designs. Year 8 have also shown fantastic community spirit by raising money for both Red Nose Day and Children on the Edge.

	New House Captains
	House Points - Current Total

	House News
	Information about the House System: The House system aims to celebrate four areas of education and we have four cups / shields that students are vying for each year along with the House Shield. Students have the opportunity to gain house points towards the following – Charities Cup, Academic Cup, Sports  Award and Arts Award – House Points can be earned for these categories in the following way:
	This term we have seen several competitions take place that encompass each of the four cups / awards.  Interhouse basketball, Bake Off, British Values poster making, celebrating women’s history, interhouse netball, and years 7-9 have been participating in interhouse competitions during their PE lessons for the final week of term.

	House News
	Glebelands Bake Off 2026 It was a great pleasure to have a large number of cakes entered for the Glebelands Bake Off 2026 to celebrate the successes of the Winter Olympics. Some were entered for ‘ Taste’, some for ‘Aesthetics’ and some for both. Some great flavours – vanilla, mint, chocolate and fruits, along with amazing decorations – piping, shaping ice skates and skis, sugar work for the Olympic flames as well as vibrantly coloured cakes. Many cakes were then sold to students the next day and raised £56 for Children On The Edge. A massive well done to every student that entered. Judging was tough (eating lots of cake!!) and after much deliberation, the following places were decided.
	Aesthetics Winner: Lucy Auty Aesthetics Second place: Jake Faber Aesthetics Third place: Abigail Buckman & Ella Ketley Taste Winner: Kealan Rose Taste Second place: Jake Faber Taste Joint Third place: Betty-May Dackham & Abigail Buckman & Ella Ketley Overall Winner: Jake Faber

	Sporting Achievements
	NETBALL
	Year 8 won their netball league and played in the state school championship tournament finishing in third place. The standard of netball was really high and they played exceptionally well as a team.
	A huge well done to our Year 7, Year 8, and Year 10 netball teams for securing their places in the Surrey State Schools Netball Championships Finals. This is an outstanding achievement and a reflection of the dedication, teamwork, and determination shown by every player throughout the season. Reaching the finals is no small feat, and all three teams have demonstrated impressive skill, resilience, and commitment along the way. You have represented the school brilliantly, both on and off the court.  The Year 10 netball team finished the season on a high with a really respectable fourth place in the Surrey State Schools Netball Championships. The team worked really hard together against some very strong opponents. Well done, girls, we are really proud of you for all you have achieved this year.
	The Year 7 netball teams have had another great half term of playing and training. Both teams took part in the Waverley and Guildford Districts tournament earlier in the term. Both teams showed great enthusiasm and displayed all their skills they have learnt this season. As mentioned above, the A team finished their season at the Surrey State School Netball Finals on Monday, securing fifth place overall after some incredible play in all their games. We are all very proud of how well this team has worked together throughout the season!
	The Year 9 netball teams have played against St Catherine’s and Kings College this half term. The girls showed great improvement from the beginning of the season and are working brilliantly as a team. We look forward to next season!
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	Football - Girls
	Our football squads delivered some fantastic performances recently, showing real determination, teamwork, and spirit. The U13s battled through an incredibly close match against Howard of Effingham, clinching victory with a dramatic last‑minute goal that had everyone on the edge of their seats. They later faced Broadwater in another tight and competitive game, narrowly missing out despite a strong team effort.
	The U15s also enjoyed success, overcoming Howard of Effingham in a tense encounter. After a long spell tied, Glebelands broke the deadlock, responded quickly to Howard’s equaliser, and sealed the win with a decisive final goal. The team then followed this up with an impressive result against Broadwater, highlighted by a standout performance from Poppy, who scored an incredible four goals. A huge well done to both teams for their skill, resilience, and sportsmanship. Great work!

	Football - Boys
	The Year 7 boys football team played two matches this half term against Broadwater and Rodborough, and they were both very entertaining matches.
	Against Broadwater, the team took the lead through Dexter but Broadwater hit back before Sam and Kyle scored again to retake the lead, Broadwater did score again in the second half but the final goal from Sam saw the team take a 4-2 win.
	The match against Rodborough was also very close, with Glebelands starting very well and scoring twice through Harris and Dexter. Rodborough applied pressure and scored three quick goals and the game continued to be very end to end. Rodborough scored again in the second half before Harry scored a penalty, and then Sam scored a fourth to make it 5-4 at the final whistle - a great performance from the team.
	The Year 7 boys played a Mini tournament against Christs, George Abbot and Guildford County at County School. There were several matches, with plenty of goals scored and saved. The majority of the results went Glebelands way with both teams winning at least two out of their five matches. The standard of football was good and even though the pitches were small, the boys managed to pass and move in tight spaces well. Well done to all those involved.
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	Year 9 v Broadwater The Year 8 team played away at Broadwater and won a great match 7-3. The team played some good football on a difficult pitch and scored some good goals in the first half through Casper, Sam and Ryan, and although Broadwater hit back, the second half continued to go well for the team with further goals scored by Leon, Fin and Joe.  A good win.
	The second match saw them play Rodborough. This was a close game in the first half with both teams going close and Glebelands passing the ball well and looking good. Unfortunately, Rodborough scored late on to make it 1-0 at half time. The second half was more difficult for the team with Rodborough applying pressure and they scored three more goals before Tom scored a good consolation goal for Glebelands.
	Year 9 v Rodborough The Year 9 football team played against Rodborough and Broadwater. The first match against Rodborough was a tough encounter with the Rodborough team, scoring some good goals but the team also played some nice football and tried to break a strong team down.  Although they lost, they worked hard, particularly those in defence and Sam in goal. The second match against Broadwater was a close affair, with both teams creating opportunities to score. Jack scored to give the team the lead and then Broadwater hit back, before Harry scored a second and Sam made a couple of great saves.  Jack then scored the third to give the team a good win 3-1.
	Year 10v Rodborough TBC- half term
	Year 11 v Woolmer Hill. The final match for the Year 11 Boys team took place at the start of March. The team passed the ball quite well and looked good, but unfortunately conceded twice in the first half. The second half saw the team again work hard and try to play some good football but a couple of mistakes led to further goals for Woolmer Hill ,who took the win. The team can be proud, though, of how they have represented the school so well over the last few years, They have genuinely improved and have been a pleasure to be involved with.
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	Badminton
	Our GCSE PE students took part in a competitive and enjoyable afternoon of badminton against Cranleigh School. The fixture provided an excellent opportunity for staff to observe and assess students’ practical performance for their GCSE coursework. Throughout the fixture, players competed in a series of closely contested games, all played in great spirit and with commendable sportsmanship. The standard of play was high, with students demonstrating strong technical ability, determination, and teamwork. Well done to all involved for their effort, enthusiasm, and positive attitude, an excellent display of commitment to their GCSE assessment.

	Sports Leaders
	A huge thank you and well‑deserved congratulations to our fantastic Sports Leaders, who did an outstanding job running the recent primary netball competition. Their professionalism, enthusiasm, and confidence shone throughout the event. They took responsibility for scoring matches, umpiring, and coaching the younger players, ensuring the competition ran smoothly from start to finish. Their leadership helped create a positive, supportive, and enjoyable environment for all the primary pupils taking part. Well done to all involved, you represented the school brilliantly and should be very proud of your hard work and commitment.

	Cups and Colours
	The PE Department began celebrating extra curricular activities before Easter in cups and colours assemblies. The Year 8 and 9s received their certificates and colours pre-Easter and other year groups will be awarded theirs after Easter. The main prize winners for the Year 9’s were: Year 9 Junior Footballer (Boy)- Sam Hollingsworth Junior Footballer (Girls)- Maggie Bird Junior Netball Player - Iris Lamont Junior Basketball player (Boy)-Matthew Ford and Austin Lynn Junior Basketball player (Girl)- Rosie Elliott


	Sporting Achievements
	PE Department  FIxtures on the main school website - Curriculum tab
	PE Department Extra-Curricular Summer practices:-

	Community
	Mr Pike

	Sports Lettings
	The school sports facilities are available to hire when not in use by the school.  If you are interested in hiring these facilities please email bookings@glebelands.surrey.sch.uk.  The following clubs currently use the facilities and would love to hear from you if you would like to join!
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